Monica Jakuc Leverett is Elsie Irwin Sweeney Professor Emerita of Music at Smith College, where she taught from 1969 until 2008. She has appeared as a solo and chamber music pianist on three continents, and has commissioned works by living composers. A frequent solo and chamber pianist in Western Massachusetts, she plays with the Florence Piano Trio and the Blaich/Leverett Duo, accompanies tenor Peter W. Shea, and is a frequent performer with The Chamber Music Society at Wistariahurst in Holyoke, Massachusetts. She also presents lecture-recitals on women composers and has been a featured artist at International Association of Women in Music concerts in London and Washington, D.C.

Ms. Jakuc Leverett graduated from the Juilliard School of Music in New York City where she has performed at Alice Tully and Merkin Halls. She played her modern piano debut recital in London, and a fortepiano recital in the Klementinum, Prague, Czech Republic. Her teachers were James Friskin, Beveridge Webster, Leon Fleisher, Russell Sherman, and Konrad Wolff. 

Inspired by Malcolm Bilson, Ms. Jakuc Leverett has performed on early pianos since 1986. A board member of Arcadia Players, she frequently appears with them on her two Paul McNulty fortepianos: a 5½ octave Walter design (c.1803), and a 6½ octave copy of Graf’s Op. 318 (c. 1819). 

She has recorded three CDs.  Her latest, “Fantasies for Fortepiano,” featuring works by Mozart, Haydn, C.P.E. Bach, and Beethoven’s “Moonlight” Sonata, is available at cdbaby.com.

Please visit www.monicajakucleverett.com/bio.html, where you can listen to her recent interview on "Field Notes," Laurie Saunders' public radio program.
